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scope of immediate realization, saved the face of the Con-
ference. On the last day of the Conference (January 19,
1931) a statement was made by His Highness the Maharaja
of Patiala, at that time the Chancellor of the Chamber of
Princes, in which His Highness said :

" The main principle of Federation stands acceptable,
and I echo the confident hope expressed the other day by
His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner that by far the
larger proportion of the States will come into the federal
structure at once and that the remainder will soon follow."

But His Highness added :

" We consider certain things to be essential. We can
only federate with a British India which is self-governing
and not with a British India governed as it is at present."

The views of His Majesty's Government were summed
up in the Prime Minister's final speech on the same day,
in which he stated that the Government was prepared to
accept the principle of an All-India Federation with a
Federal Executive responsible to the Legislature. The Prime
Minister's words were as follows :

" The view of His Majesty's Government is that re-
sponsibility for the Government of India should be placed
upon Legislatures, Central and Provincial, with such pro-
visions as may be necessary to guarantee, during a period
of transition, the observance of certain obligations and
to meet other special circumstances, and also with such
guarantees as are required by minorities to protect their
political liberties and rights. . . . With a Legislature con-
stituted on a federal basis, His Majesty's Government will
be prepared to recognize the principle of the responsibility
of the Executive to the Legislature."

This policy was set out in a Command Paper * subsequently
approved by both Houses. The following is a summary of
the statement issued by the Prime Minister :
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